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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claim 19 is objected to because of the following informalities: the limitation "the 
user" should be changed to "a user" in order to provide proper antecedent basis. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 14-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Karkkainen et al (US006600936B1). 

Regarding claim 14, Karkkainen et al disclose a portable telephone with a 
display, on which icons corresponding to menu items and other information, such as 
text information, can be displayed, an enter key for entering a respective menu item or 
function, as well as the usual number keys, on/off keys, etc. The menu functions are 
displayed on the display (see column 5, lines 1-25 and figure 1), which reads on the 
claimed, "a pocket telephone user interface comprising: a display surface; an operation 
surface on which function keys and character input keys are arrayed; a control part 
which performs a control so that a standby screen is displayed on said display screen 
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when its power is turned on; a main menu screen having a plurality of selection items to 
be selected by operation of said function keys that are displayed on the display surface; 
and a selection function screen displayed on said display surface by selection of a 
predetermined item from said selection items on said main menu screen, wherein said 
control part displays selection items on said main menu screen arranged in a matrix." 
The icon on position A is enlarged compared to the other displayed icons (see column 
5, lines 38-55), which reads on the claimed, "a focus is set to a first icon selected as a 
focal icon by operation of said function keys, and wherein said focal icon is displayed on 
said display surface as well as remaining icons not focused in such manner that the 
focal icon is shown larger than the remaining icons, and at least one part of the 
remaining icons are shifted or compressed so that the positional relationship of said 
icons arranged in a matrix can be maintained and so that the focal icon and remaining 
icons are not overlapped over each other." 

Regarding claim 15, Karkkainen et al disclose all the other icons are smaller 
than the selected icon (column 5, lines 38-55 and figure 3), which reads on the claimed, 
"said one part of the remaining icons is remaining icons arranged near said focal icon." 

. Regarding claim 16, Karkkainen et al disclose all the other icons are smaller 
than the selected icon (column 5, lines 38-55 and figure 3), which reads on the claimed, 
"said control part compresses said remaining icons arranged near said focal icon, shifts 
said icons arranged near said focal icon and other remaining icons and displays said 
icons so that all of icons are not overlapped over each other." 
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Regarding claim 17, Karkkainen et al disclose all the other icons are smaller 
than the selected icon (column 5, lines 38-55 and figure 3), which reads on the claimed, 
"said control part controls the display surface in such a manner that the remaining icons 
are shifted so that the remaining icons not overlapped each other." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Karkkainen et al (US006600936B1) in view of Castell (US 20020098831 A1). 

Regarding claim 18, Karkkainen et al disclose the menu functions are displayed 
on the display (see column 5, lines 1-25 and figure 1), which reads on the claimed, "first 
information display area on which a plurality of information of a predetermined selected 
item selected by selection of said icons are displayed. Karkkainen et al fail to disclose a 
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second information display area on which detain information of one of said plurality of 
information are displayed when the one of said plurality of information is focused. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Castell et al disclose a unified event listing that is a 
reflection of such events as e-mail messages received, faxed received, voice mail 
messages, outgoing e-mail messages and telephone call logs (see paragraph 35 and 
figure 3), which reads on the claimed "a second information display area on which 
detain information of one of said plurality of information are displayed when the one of 
said plurality of information is focused." 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Karkkainen et al with Castell et al to include the above display of 
details in order to provide a more useful and efficient user interface. 

Regarding claim 19, Karkkainen et al fail to expressly disclose the first 
information display area is an address book screen where a plurality of entries of person 
or parties whom the user has contacted or may contact are displayed in a list and one of 
the name entries is focused, and wherein said control part displays its detailed 
information about the address book as well as the name of an entry focused on said 
second information display area. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Castell et al disclose a unified event listing that is a 
reflection of such events as e-mail messages received, faxed received, voice mail 
messages, outgoing e-mail messages and telephone call logs (see paragraph 35 and 
figure 3), which reads on the claimed, "first information display area is an address book 
screen where a plurality of name entries of person or parties whom the user of said 
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pocket telephone has contacted or may contact are displayed in a list, and one of the 
name entries is focused, and wherein said control part displays its detailed information 
about the address book as well as the name of an entry focused on said second 
information display area." 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Karkkainen et al with Castell et al to include the above address 
book display in order to a more useful and efficient user interface. 

Regarding claim 20, Karkkainen et al fail to expressly disclose the first 
information display area is a record screen where a plurality of entries of person or 
parties whom the user has contacted or may contact are displayed in a list, an icon 
indicating the type of contact means taken at the last contact being attached to each 
name entry, and one of the name entries is focused, and wherein said control part 
controls said second information display area in such a manner that a record 
information including a least one of last contact date/time or the number of times of 
contact as well as the name of an entry focused is displayed on said second information 
display area. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Castell et al disclose a unified event listing that is a 
reflection of such events as e-mail messages received, faxed received, voice mail 
messages, outgoing e-mail messages and telephone call logs including time of contact 
and an icon showing the type of contact (see paragraph 35 and figure 3), which reads 
on the claimed, "disclose the first information display area is a record screen where a 
plurality of entries of person or parties whom the user has contacted or may contact are 



Application/Control Number: 09/932, 1 1 2 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2686 

displayed in a list, an icon indicating the type of contact means taken at the last contact 
being attached to each name entry, and one of the name entries is focused, and 
wherein said control part controls said second information display area in such a 
manner that a record information including a least one of last contact date/time or the 
number of times of contact as well as the name of an entry focused is displayed on said 
second information display area." 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Karkkainen et al with Castell et al to include the above address 
book display in order to a more useful and efficient user interface. 

Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Karkkainen et al in view of Jarrad (US006047197A). 

Regarding claim 21, Karkkainen et al fail to expressly disclose the function 
selection screen comprises: a function item column indicating a plurality of functional 
items which a predetermined selected item selected from said icons has, and a title 
area displaying the icon selected and title of the icon selected. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Jarrad discloses a menu where a column of icons is 
displayed with the title of the icon (see figure 3), which reads on the claimed, "the 
function selection screen comprises: a function item column indicating a plurality of 
functional items which a predetermined selected item selected from said icons has, and 
a title area displaying the icon selected and title of the icon selected. 
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It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Karkkainen et al with Jarrad to include the above column of 
icons display in order to provide a cellular telephone having a user interface whose 
menu system is user friendly and which allows for quicker feature selection in a manner 
which is largely independent of language as suggested by Jarrad (see column 1 , lines 
51-63). 

Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Karkkainen et al in view of Smith et al (US006084951 A). 

Regarding claim 22, Karkkainen et al fail to disclose a menu screen including a 
selection item display column displaying a plurality of icons corresponding to items or 
groups of items to be chosen arranged in a single row on upper portion thereof, and one 
of the plurality of icons is selected and focused, and wherein said control part controls 
said main menu screen in such a manner that the plurality of icons is displayed on said 
selection display column by selection of the icon selected using said function key, and 
that detail information of selection item of the icon selected is displayed on said function 
selection screen. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Smith discloses a system with rows and columns of 
icons and detail information about the icons (see e.g., figures 8A, 13A, and 15), which 
reads on the claimed, "a selection item display column displaying a plurality of icons 
corresponding to items or groups of items to be chosen arranged in a single row on 
upper portion thereof, and one of the plurality of icons is selected and focused, and 
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wherein said control part controls said main menu screen in such a manner that the 
plurality of icons is displayed on said selection display column by selection of the icon 
selected using said function key, and that detail information of selection item of the icon 
selected is displayed on said function selection screen." 

Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Karkkainen et al in view of Beaton et al (US006608637B1) and Wolff et al 
(US005774887A). 

Regarding claim 23, Karkkainen et al fails to expressly disclose a compose mail 
screen comprising a plurality of input fields, and wherein said control part controls in 
such a manner that a help icon assigned to each of the input fields on said mail input 
screen is displayed on said create mail screen, and a help information for each of the 
input fields is displayed by the operation of said function keys. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Beaton et al disclose a user interface for a 
telecommunications device where by pressing a button the user automatically sets up 
an SMS message (see column 6, lines 57-67 and figures 8B and 8C). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the combination of Karkkainen et al to include the above 
interface for composing a message in order to provide a simple interaction model by 
which a user can select and operate multiple communication tasks concurrently as 
suggested by Beaton et al (see column 7, lines 22-25). The combination of Karkkainen 
et al and Beaton et al suggests some help or information available in the compose mail 
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interface with the "i" icon (see Beaton et al figure 8C), however, it fails to expressly 
disclose a help icon assigned to each input field. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Wolff et al disclose an interface where each field 
may have an associated help icon that the user may select (see column 9, lines 5-36). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the combination of Karkkainen et al and Beaton et al with Wolff 
et al to include the above help icons associated with each input field in order to present 
a user with an interface that is intuitive to complete and easy to follow and efficient as 
suggested by Wolff et al (see column 2, lines 21-34). 

Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
Karkkainen et al in view of Beaton et al and Wolf et al as applied to claim 23 above, and 
further in view of Jambhekar et al (US006430405B1 ). 

Regarding claim 24, Karkkainen et al disclose a system where one of the icons 
is always focused (see figures 2-7). Karkkainen et al fail to disclose a create mail 
screen is displayed by actuating a specific key on the operation surface, in such a 
manner that a letter type screen in options are laid out. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Beaton et al disclose a user interface for a 
telecommunications device where by pressing a button the user automatically sets up 
an SMS message (see column 6, lines 57-67 and figures 8B and 8C). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the combination of Karkkainen et al to include the above 
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interface for composing a message in order to provide a simple interaction model by 
which a user can select and operate multiple communication tasks concurrently as 
suggested by Beaton et al (see column 7, lines 22-25). The combination of Karkkainen 
et al and Beaton et al suggests some help or information available in the compose mail 
interface with the T icon (see Beaton et al figure 8C), however, it fails to expressly 
disclose a help icon assigned to each input field. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Wolff et al disclose an interface where each field 
may have an associated help icon that the user may select (see column 9, lines 5-36). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the combination of Karkkainen et al and Beaton et al with Wolff 
et al to include the above help icons associated with each input field in order to present 
a user with an interface that is intuitive to complete and easy to follow and efficient as 
suggested by Wolff et al (see column 2, lines 21-34). The combination of Karkkainen et 
al, Beaton et al and Wolff et al fails to expressly disclose a list of icons to determine the 
message type. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Jambhekar et al discloses a mobile phone interface 

where a user is presented with a number of icons to choose the message type (see, for 

example, figure 10-7). 

* 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the combination of Karkkainen et al, Beaton et al and Wolff et al 
with Jambhekar et al to include the above presentation of icons to choose a message 
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type in order to provide more convenient operation by the user as suggested by 
Jambhekar et al (see column 1 , lines 52-56). 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 14-24 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bryan J Fox whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7908. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 9-5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha Banks-Harold can be reached on (571) 272-7905. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either-Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Bryan Fox 
June 10, 2005 




